Effects of muscular contraction on discharge patterns of neurons in the medullary raphe nuclei.
Cells of the medullary raphe nuclei were characterized as sympathoinhibitory (SI), sympathoexcitatory (SE) or serotonergic (5-HT). When muscular contraction (MC) was evoked by stimulation of the L7 and S1 ventral roots, putative SI cells were inhibited while putative SE cells were excited. 5-HT cells were unaffected by MC. These data are discussed in relation to integration of somatosensory and cardiovascular reflexes.